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TOP, THE STUDIO MARIE-CLAUDE BEAUD AUDITORIUM AT THE JEAN 

NOUVEL-DESIGNED FONDATION CARTIER IN PARIS. SEE PAGE 076 

ABOVE, DESIGNER JOB SMEETS IN HIS TILBURG STUDIO, WITH 

ELEMENTS OF HIS HOUSE OF DELFT PROJECT, SEE PAGE 108 
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ISABELLE WENZEL A 
Photographer 
An acrobat and performance artist, Wenzel 
travelled to abandoned coal-mining dumps 
in western Germany to shoot our fashion 
story (page 150). 'It was incredibly hot that 
day, and our small team - stylist, performer, 
my partner and me - reached the highest 
point after a 40-minute hike; she says. 'Up 
there, we were pretty much alone, almost 
as if we were on another planet: Wenzel 
is now taking part in an artist residency in 
Hauts-de-France, another mining region. 

MARIEDEHEA 
Photographer 

A photographer and publisher based in 
France, Dehe was tasked this month with 
capturing some brilliant new high jewellery 
designs (page 176). 'I'm used to minimalist 
jewellery, so it was both interesting and 
challenging to photograph big, colourful 
pieces; she says. 'It was such a peaceful set, 
and the team worked so smoothly together. 
It was the kind of shoot you dream of having 
every time: Dehe is now working on a book 
on the representation of artist mothers. 
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HANNAH SILVER v 
Arts & culture/watches & jewellery editor 
'Having the privilege of being welcomed 
into an artist's space is easily the best part 
of being arts editor; says Silver, who first 
joined us as watches & jewellery editor 
in 2019. 'For this issue, I felt lucky to step 
into the worlds of Chantal Joffe (page 062), 
Danielle Brathwaite-Shirley (page 098) 
and Maria Berrio (page 120). I especially 
enjoyed visiting Joffe in her Islington studio. 
A fellow avid reader, I left with many 
new book recommendations for my list! 

JOHN WEICH v 
Writer 
A former Wallpaper* travel editor and 
long-term contributor now based in 
Amsterdam, Weich quizzes Job Smeets on 
his 2,000 sq m artwork for the city of Delft 
(page 108). 'I've known Job for decades, but 
this was my first studio visit. To the outside 
world, he is a playful provocateur, but once 
inside his studio, lost in the act of creating, 
he's more introspective; says Weich. 'It's 
easier to appreciate his work when you 
understand the complexity of his processes.' 

GREGORI CIVERA A 
Photographer 
A Spanish photographer with a career 
spanning more than three decades, 
Civera captured Madrid's Solo CSV gallery 
(page 088) for us. 'The space is labyrinthine, 
so I decided it would be a story based on 
framing and light; he says. 'A green light 
coming into a large basement space from an 
adjacent room caught my eye immediately, 
as it looked like a James Turrell installation.' 
Civera is currently working on a project 
about choirs, using a 10 x 8in plate camera. 

CRAIG MCLEAN A 
Writer 

A music journalist who recently covered the 
opening of the new David Bowie archive at 
V&A East Storehouse for Wallpaper.com, 
McLean interviews Radiohead's Thom Yorke 
and artist Stanley Donwood, whose work is 
the subject of a show at Oxford's Ashmolean 
Museum (page 056). 'The interview was nine 
months in the making,' he says. 'But I've 
been interviewing Thom, and Radiohead, 
for almost as long as they've been a band, so 
I know the form. And it's always worth it.' 

WRITER, LEA TEUSCHER 







V
ictoria Blau is a modernist at heart, having 
cut her teeth at Gwathmey Siegel Architects 
and SOM before establishing her own practice 

in 2002. But when she and her family were looking 
for a new home in Manhattan, they landed on an 
apartment in a pre-war building on Museum Mile, 
across the street from the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art (and with a view into the Egyptian wing's 
windows). It was dated, but generously sized and close 
to Central Park, where her husband likes to go running, 
as well as near her children's school. So she did what 
architects do best and embarked on a renovation. 
The resulting space, about 8,000 sq ft in all, brings 
a contemporary edge to a classical building in a 
manner that respects the original architecture. 

When looking for inspiration, Blau naturally 
found herself first turning to the building itself. 
Designed in 1926 by John B Peterkin, the 15-storey 
structure features a limestone fa�ade and an ornate 
Italianate lobby, with expressively veined grey 
marble walls, a chequerboard marble floor, and finely 
detailed mouldings. While she desired a space that 

'As an architect, it's a gift to work with people who care so much about 
the final product. It's what keeps me wanting to do the next project' 
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expressed her architectural identity, she didn't want 
a complete stylistic break from the rest of the building, 
especially since her unit is on a lower floor and has 
a strong relationship to the streetscape. As she was 
designing the apartment, she recalled how jarring it 
was to visit Antoni Gaudi's residential projects in 
Barcelona and experience the artistry of his fa�ades 
and shared areas, such as the stairwells, then to head 
into renovated apartments that did not connect to the 
whole. 'I felt having continuity was important; Blau 
says. With too stark a contrast, 'the story gets lost'. 

In essence, Blau nestled a minimalist modern 
box into a traditional shell. This meant retaining the 
landmark windows and, wherever possible, the original 
ceiling mouldings (which needed to be repaired or 
reconstructed). She then established a datum line 
below the mouldings and designed everything beneath 
it to be modern - a technique that enabled her to also 
tuck mechanical infrastructure into the walls without 
obscuring the ceiling. Then, on the first day of 
renovations, her neighbour informed her that she was 
putting her unit on the market. Blau had already 
completed the arduous design and permitting process, 
but saw a unique chance to combine the apartments >► 
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Above, in the entrance hall is 

a 'Cyclone No. 284' chandelier 
by Herve Van Der Straeten 
and a coffee table by Paul 
McCobb, alongside a work 
from Christopher Payne's 
Steinway & Sons factory series 
and a sculpture by Larry Bell 

and create a residence with a sophisticated promenade 
architecturale, 'We already had enough square footage, 
but it was an opportunity for a grander plan; she says. 

The resulting corner unit is a play on the public 
and the private, the formal and the informal. The 
living room, dining room and library face Fifth Avenue 
and Blau designed the sequence of spaces so that it's 
possible to walk directly from one end of the apartment 
to the other. On the side facing 83rd Street, which is 
a much quieter one-way road, she sited the family's 
working and living quarters, with each room becoming 
slightly more private than the one preceding it: 
Blau's home office, the family room, children's and 
guest bedrooms, then the primary bedroom suite at 
the end, which includes an expansive dressing room. 

To keep the interior from feeling stark, Blau 
emphasised materiality throughout. This included 
tinted lime-plaster walls that have the texture of suede, 
black lacquered millwork that was wire brushed until 
it achieved the finish of a Steinway piano, custom-made 
antique brass mesh draperies, and herringbone wood 
floors. And, occasionally, highly expressive materials 
punctuate the space, including a macassar ebony 
vanity in one bathroom and grey-veined Italian marble 
that completely envelops another bathroom. 'Even 
though a lot of the detailing was modern, it has a very 
warm feel; she says. Many of the features reference 
projects that Blau designed for clients, She enjoyed » 
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collaborating with the skilled craftspeople and 
subcontractors so much that she brought them in 
to work on her home. 'As an architect, it's a gift to 

work with people who care so much about the final 
product or their small piece of the job; she says. 
'It's what keeps me going on wanting to do the 
next project and the next one and the next: 

The attention to detail extends to the furnishings, 
which have restrained silhouettes but remarkable 
materiality and craftsmanship. In the living room, 
Blau specified Vladimir Kagan sofas upholstered in 
boiled wool Chamonix and cashmere silk, a brass 
coffee table by Willy Daro, and glass chandeliers 
by Erik Hoglund displayed like sculptures. For the 
dining room, where the family has hosted 30-person 
dinners, Blau commissioned an acacia wood table 
on bronze Eric Schmitt bases and surrounded it 
with chairs custom-made by Dune and upholstered 

146 Wallpaper* 

in Armani Casa fabric. A sculpted bronze console 
by Paul Evans, and a Harry Bertoia Sonambient sound 
sculpture deepen the space's textural composition. 
In the public areas, Blau used a neutral palette of hues 
dotted with deeply saturated accents that complement 
the artworks, a fine example being the Mies van der 
Rohe 'Brno' chairs in the breakfast room, which 
are covered in a soft blue ultrasuede that picks up on 
the palette of an abstract Ryan Wallace painting. 

The family's art collection reads like a who's who 
of 20th- and 21st-century practitioners, including the 
likes of Cecily Brown, Rita Ackermann and George 
Condo. And while much of the apartment's wallspace 
is dedicated to these works, Blau also installed 
glass vitrines for her husband to display his hockey 
memorabilia, a testament to how she designed 
the space for the specific character of her family. 
'It was a labour of love; she says. * vb/au.com

Above, in the library is a 

'Model 1441' ceiling light 

by Max lngrand, a lucite 

and velvet barrel-back 

chair, and a Belgian nickel­

plated brass coffee table 


